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Preach*d in the Pariſh Church of Grantham. 


11. Cor, 4. 7. But we bave this Treaſure in Earthen Veſſels, 
that the Excellency of the Power may be of God,and not of us. 


I mean to Diſcourſe on the former part-of the Verſe, Fe 
have this 7 reaſure in Earthen Veſſels. 


HE Work I have upon my Hands, and the little 
Time allowed me, will not ſuffer me to ſpend 


much of it upon the Context. Only in order to 

let us into the Scope and Meaning of the Words, 
and as neceſſary to the Deſign I have proposd. I muſt ob- 
ſerve to you, That the Treaſure here meant is that very 
valuable one of the Miniſtery, - committed to the Apoſtles 
and their Succeſſors ; as you may learn from the beginning 
of the Chapter, to the:Words I haveread to you. 
- The Apoſtles had this Treaſure committed to them in 
an eminent manner, by an Immediate,;Commiſfion and 
Delegation from the Owner and Diſpenſer of it ; but their 
Succeſlors have'it in an ordinary way: and meaſure, and by 
a Mediate Commiſſion: But yer both the Former and the 
Latter in ſuch a way and meaſure, as are ſuitable ro the 
Occaſions of the Church, and to the Neceſſities of thoſe 
for whoſe ſakes they receive it. 

I ſhall ay little either of the Gifts and Abilities of the 
Apoſtles, or of their way of Adminiſtring this Treaſure ; 
but ſhall conſider it only as We their ordinary Succeſſors 
are intruſtea with it: How we are to behave our ſelves 
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in the Adminiſtring of it, and what the ſerious Conſide. 
ration of it ſhould teach us. In order to which I ſhall fay 
ſomething to theſe Five'General Heads. 


I: 1 ſhall give ſome account of this Treaſure, preſenting 
it to you as briefly as 1 can. : 

IH. I ſhall conſider how Valnable it is, that fo the Rea- 
fon why the Apoſtle calls it a Treaſure may appear. 

II. The difficulty of diſcharging our Truſt in Admini: 
ſtring, and laying out this Treaſure to the Ends, for which 
we are made.Stewards of it; And that r. Becauſe it is in it 
ſelf a Matter of great Difficulty. And 2. much more ſo to 
us, becauſe we have it but in Earthen Veſſels. 

IV. What Uſe We of the Clergy ſhould make of the Se- 
rious Conſideration of the Worth of this Treaſure, and the 
difficulty of Adminiſtring it. W hat it admoniſhes us of. And 

Laſtly, What Uſe our Brethren of the Laity ſhould make 
of the ſame Conſideration, What it admoniſhes them of, 


I cannot in any Meaſure fatisfie the Subje&>T am upon, 
without ſaying ſomething to each of theſe Topicks, and yer 


I am ſenſible every one of them would afford Scope enough 
for a ſingle Sermon, and ſome of them for more Sermons 
than one; And therefore I muſt not purſue any of them fo 
far as my Thoughts would lead me, but only lightly touch 
upon Matters, and ſo leave them to your Meditations to 
dwell, and exerciſe themſelves upon. And, 

x. To give ſome account of the Treaſure that the Apo- 
{tle here ſpeaks of; /t 15s the Miniſtery of the Goſpel, The 
Subject of which is the Infinite Love of God to his Lapſed 
Creatures, manifeſted by that moſt Stupendious Inſtance, 
His grving his only Begotten Son of his own Nature or Sub- 
ſtance, to take upon Him our Nature, and in our Nature to 
live a low and perſecuted Life, and to die a Painful and an In- 
famous Death; and all this that we might not die Eternal. 
We, who were the Children of Wrath; who as we are 
the ſinful Progeny of Fall'n Parents, and as we have Cor- 
rupted our ſelves by many Actual Tranſzreſlions, and fo 
loaded our ſelves with a new Perſonal Guilt, do deſerve 
that the Vials of God's Wrath ſhoutd be poured out upon us, 544 
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. The Goſpel that we are intruſted with aſſures'vs, That 
ſo great zu the Loye of God to Mankind, that He bath gryen 
his well-beloved Son, the Son who never offended Him, ito be 
a Satrifice far tur Sins; that ſo He might Reconcile us to God, 
Save us from Eternal Miſery, and bringus.to' a State of.endleſs 
and moſt exquiſite Happineſs. And, which is no final Ad- 
dition to all this Grace *and Mercy, we are to'offer it to 
Men upon the+ Reaſonable, yea, Deſirable Terms of a 
Lively Faith in Chriſt, Repentance from dead Works, 
and a Life Conformable to the Precepts of the Goſpel. 
All this is bein Expreſſed by our Bleſſed Saviour ; God 
fo loved. the World, 
whoſoever Believeth in him, ſhould not periſh, but have Ever- 
laſting Life. We | 

Theſe are. the Rich Treaſures of God's inexhauſtible 
Mercy and- Grace, handed out to Men in the Gofpel, of 
which we are made the Stewards or Miniſters. Our Office 
it is, Day after Day, to make a tender of it to all ſuch as 
are committed to our reſpective Cures, and to be as help- 
ful to them as we can in their Endeavors to Entitle them- 
ſelves to a ſhare of it. For ſo great is the Love of God to 
Mankind, that he hath not only given his Son to be a 
Propitiation for their Sins upon very Adyantagious terms: 
But he alſo wooes and beſeeches them by us, his Miniſters, 
to accept of jt, that ſo God and his Rebellions- Creatures 
may be at oge again. For as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, God 
hath reconcild us ro himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, and hath gi- 
ven unto us the Miniſtery of Reconciliation, wiz. That God 
was in Chriſt, reconciling the World, unto Himſelf, not 


that He gave his only begotten Son, that John ;. 16. 


imputing their Treſpaſſes unto them, end bath Committed 2 Cox. ;. 1g, 
unto us the Word of Reconciliation, Now then we areAm. 19, 20, 21. 


baſſadors for Chriſt, as though God did beſeech you by us, 
we pray you in Chriſt's ſtead be ye reconcil'd to God. For 
he hath made him to be Sin for us, who knew noSin: that 
he-might be made the Righteouſneſs of God in him. 

And, in order to our Executing this Great Truſt to 
as good Purpoſe as may be, we are authoriz'd and com- 
manded to be aſliftant to our People, in Publick and in 
Private, -and in all States and Conditions of Life, in Ad- 
verſity, and in Proſperity, in Sickneſs, and in Health, 


praying 
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Praying with theni and for them; Reading and Expoundin 
he Goſpel to'them, and. Adminiſtring to theni the Seals 
| of the New Covenant, the Chriſtian Sacrameiits. Our 
Duty ir is to exhort them all, to Encourage the Good, to 
reprove Sinners, to ſupport the Weak, to do all wecan to 
convince Gain fayers, and to reduce thoſe that are,gone a- 
ſtray. Yea, and if there be any thingelſe, that is within 
the Compaſs of our Power, and within our Commiſſion, 
conducing, to thoſe Noble Ends I have mention'd, it is a 
part of the 77-.-/ure here ſpoken of. | 
2. Let us next conſider how valuable this Miniſtery is, 
- that ſothe Reaſons why the Apoſtle calls ita Treaſure may 
appear. And theſe upon a ſtrict Enquiry we ſhould find 
to be boch very many,and very weighty. Indeed, if Men do 
bur deſire to live happily in this World, and do bur conſider 
what it-is they delire, and the way and means to it, they 
cannot lightiy eſheem our Miniſtery. | For where are pal- 
ding by Injuries, doing Good, Juſtice aad Charity, Humili- 
ty, Patience, Contentment, | emperance, Chaſtity, Forti- 
tude, Contempt of the World and all other Virtues de- 
{crib'd with more Life, then in the Books of the New Te- 
Ntament ? And where. are they preſſed home upon. Men 
with greater Earneſtneſs, and more weighty Arguments? 
And who ſees not how neceſſary theſe Virtues and Graces 
are to the Good of the World, what an Ornament and Im- 
provement to Humane Nature, and how much they con- 
duce to the Peace and Quiet of Private Perſons, and of So- 
cieties? Alas! What a Poor Sneaking Creature is Man 
without Fortitude, and a mind rais'd above the World 
- How. miſerable without Patience and Contentment ! W hat 
- a ;Bruit without Temperance and Chaſtity / 'What an In- 
ſolent bubble without Humility / How uſeleſs and even 
Good for nothing without Charity ! What a Common 
Plague and a Diſturbance without Juſtice and Philanthro- 
py / How full of Rapineand Bloodſhed would the World 
be without mutual forbearance and paſſing by Injuries ! 
Why ! Theſe and ſuch like uſeful Virtues are a Great part 
of the Chriſtian Ethicks. 
Add to this, that the Goſpel Commands us to Love God 


above all things, with all our Hearts and Souls, and Might, 
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and Strength, to Worſhip-and: Obey him; to; truſt in--and 
depend ies. Theſe and-all other Duties of Piety, ic 
read with moſt Perſwaſive motives.-- For it Afſures us, 
Ged is a Being of Infinite Majeſty and Perfeftion,that He made 
us and all the Forld, and that He upbolds us: and all things elſe 
by the Word of "His Power.” IT confeſs, Philoſophy teaches us 
all this, or moſt of ' it : "But moſt plainly and fully are we 
taught it in the Holy Scriptures, And then they likewiſe 
acquaint, vs with Arguments of another Nature, that do 
ſtil more Powerfully enforce the whole of our Duty to- 
wards God. They aſſure us, ' That Man was at firſt Created 
in aState of Innocence : But that He fell from God by Willful /3n,. 
and ſo became table to: His Eternal Diſpleaſure - But that God 
of his Infinite Mercy bath redeem'd us, from that miſerable 
Eſtate by the Deathof his Sn, And what Reaſon have we 
then to Love Him, ſince He firſt Loved us ! And not only 
to Love Him, but likewiſe to fear to offend Him, partly 
from an Ingenuous Principle of Gratitude, and partly leſt 
ſo much Mercy abus'd ſhould turn into Fury ; To Worſhip 
and Obey Him ! To truſt in and depend uponHim ! 

Now how-much'it conducesto theHappineſs of ourLives, 
to be thus affefted towards God, 'need not be prov'd to 
ſuch as believe 'their being and well being, even in this 
World, do ſo far depend upon his Pleaſure, that they can« 
not be happy without Him. Y 

Beſides, the Goſpel which we Preach doth moſt plainly 
and preſlingly injoyn Obedience to Magiſtrates; the which 
is abſolutely neceſlary to the Peace of Mankind. - It car- 
ries the Principles of Loyalty aShigh as is conducing-to the 
Good of the World : And doth not give the leaſt Encou- 
ragement to Subje&s to diſpute the-Titles of Princes : But 
to ſubmit to every Ordinance of Man for vhe- Lords ſake. And 
who ſees not how much this Do@rine conduces to the 
Peace and Quiet of the World, and what Diſturbances, 
and Endleſs confuſion the contrary wonld-occaſion. 

From what hath beeu ſaid, I hope, it doth appear how 
Inſtrumental the Goſpel is in promoting our Welfare even 
in this Life, whilſt it teaches ſuch Rules and Meaſures to 
Govern our ſelves by, as are very much for our Temporal 
Happineſs, And I may add, it conduces very much to the 


PerfeQing of our Natures too, ſince the ſame Rules Learg'd 
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' Praftis'd, will raiſe us out of that common ſink into which 
we are fall'n, and make 'usJook like Reaſonable Creat ures, * 
So that if the eſtabliſhing of ſuch Rules in the World as + 
are for the Peace and Quiet of it, and for the Hopplaes of 
Mens Lives, and the forming 'of their-Manners after the 
Higheſt Model of Perfe&ion, they are forthe preſent .ca- 
pable of, be Valuable, then is onr Miniſteryſo; - and con- 
ſequently we ſee what Reaſon the Apoſtle hath to call it a 
Treaſure, © + 
But then; if we'add to al! this that Conſideration of In- 
finite moment which the Apoſtle ſeems here to-intend ; 1 
mean the Value of our moſt 'Precious Souls ; which muſt 
Live for ever,cither in Inconceivable Happineſs or Miſery; 
and that the Goſpel alone Teaches us the. certain way to 
eſcape the one and obtain the other, this. glves us ſuch an 
Tdea of the worth 'of our Miniſtery, as overfills our La- 
bouring Thoughts, and is by no means to be meaſur'd by 
our ſhallow way of comprehending. But altho' this be of 
the far Greateſt moment to us, and ſuch as might very well 
entertain our Meditations much longer, yet have 1 not 
time upon this occaſion to wire upon it. [And I hope, 
} may at the preſent be excus'd from ſo doing ; becauſe as 
it is the moſt Weighty, ſo it is the moſt Common Topic of 
Diſcourſe. And ſo much for the Second -General, The ex- 
ceeding Great Value of our Miniſtery, which 13 the Reaſon hy 
the Apoſtle Calls it a Treaſure. Inow- proceed to the Third, 
Viz, The Difficulty of Difcharging our truſt -n laying out this 
\ Treaſure to the Ends,&for which we are made Stewards of it. 
And that, OY ER gy 
[. Becauſe it 15 int ſelf 'a matter of Great Difficulty. This 
the. Apoſtle: ſuppoſes, - elſe-what need he take Notice 
'of our having it in- Earthen Yeſſels, and that to this End, 
"That the Excellency of the Power may be of God; and gt of us. 
Were it caſily kept, any. Veſſels were ſtrong enough for 
that Purpoſe. V Vere our Duty eaſily diſcharg'd, as low 
Faculties, and as weak Abilities as ours are, would be ſuf- 
Ficient for it, without any ExtraordinaryDivineAffiſtance. 
] ſhall therefore endeavour-to ſhew that indeed the Foulfil- 
lingof ovr Miniſtery is in it ſelf a Matter of Great Diffi- 
culty, Ido not pretend to ſpeak of all the Difficulties that 
do every way Accompany, or attend our Office, I havenot 
tims 
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time for that, and therefore muſt content my ſelf with ſay- 
ing enough, altho? not all that might be faid to this pur- 
poſe. I ſhall reduce what I would fay under theſe Three 
Heads. 1. Reading Divine Service. 2, Preaching, And 3. Re- 


' commending our Labours to our Pcople by a ſuitable Behawiour. 


Theſe are Duties of the greateſt Importance, are daily In- 
cumbent upon us, and to acquit our ſelves well in the per- 
formance of them is no eafie Matter. And therefore l have 
ſingled them out at this time, not only as Mediums where: 
by to prove how hard our Task is; butalſo in order to 
awaken our diligence and care about them. 

I am not unſenſible that the firſt of them is commonly 
look'd upon as a Matter of little or no difficulty. Any Man 
that can but Read, is thought to have Skill enough to read 
Prayers : And perhaps its being look'd upon to be fo caſie 
is the reaſon why it is not always fo well minded as it oughe 
to be; and why the Office of a Reader is by ſome o little 
eſteem'd. But there is a great difference between Reading, 
and Reading well. By Reading well I do not mean either 
meerly or chiefly true Reading; but ſuch Reading as gives 
the Words of Weight in the Prayers their die Emphaſis; 
and conſequently hath a tendency ts move thoſe that joyn 
at them to lift up their Hearts to God ſuitably to what's 
delir'd; and to beget in Peoples Minds a Veneration and 
Eſteem for the Sacred Offices 1n proportion to their worth 
and value, *Tis certain he thar reads Prayers hath a very 
great Command over the Peoples Devotion; yea and that, 
where this is ordinarily taken care of, the Credit of our 
Liturgy is rais'd, even with many of thoſe that had once 
but a mean Opinion of it, above all other Forms and Me- 
thods of Prayer; and much more about Praying without 
any Form or Methad. And how can it be otherwiſe, whes 


the Prayers themſelves are in every reſpe@ ſo very valu- 


able? Conſider the Matter of them, | Are they not ſuited 
to the common Neceſſities of Chriſtians? Do not all of us 
find we want either for our ſelves or others, what we Pray 
for by theſe Forins? Conſider the Expreſſions, are they 
not Pertinent and Weighty, and admirably expreſs our 
Deſires ? Conſider the Stile, is it not Grave and yet very 
Aﬀeting? Take the whole together, and I heiieve we 


ſhall not find any other Prayers of Compoſure meerly Hu- 
B mane; 
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mane, - better fitted for a Pious and Wile Chriſtians Pub- 
lick Devotions: Scarce any that do equally aflift and bear 
up the Soul in her higheſt flights of Publick Iaterceſſion. 
Let us, my Brethren, whoſe Office it is to perform this 
Principal part of Divine Service, have a Care we do not 
make them fall ſhort of their Genvine uſefulneſs, by a Flar, 
a Careleſs, or a Curſory Reading. Let us make it evident 
we Love, and are our felves affeted with what we read, 
and that will be a very great help towards the AﬀeQing 
of others, Let'us have a Care that by our haſte we do not 
give People too great cauſe to ſuſpect our delire.is rather to 
cet our Task done, then to do our Duty. Kut I muſt pur- 
fve this Matter no further, 1 find I am inſenlibly gone off 
from myPurpoſe,and am got fromArgument toExhortation. 
If we conlider, we ſhall find the right diſcharging this 
Part of our Duty 15 not without it's Difficulties. For it re- 
quires that we well conſider and ſtudy over, if not every 
Expreſſion in the Liturgy, at the leaſt the Matter of each: 
Prayer, and that we be aware how every thing ought to bc 
pronounc'd. And moſt of all that we watch over our 
Thoughts fo as they may wander, as little as is poſlible, 
while we are performing the ſacred Offices. For beſides, 
that we have no great Reaſon to hope that God will. regard 
our Prayers, when we our ſelves do not, and fo as to our 
own Particulars we ſhall looſe our L3bour, there is a fur- 
ther and more General Evil is apt to follow from our wan- 
dring thoughts : Our Pronunciation will -be apt to alter, 
and ceaſe to be ſo edifying; and tis well if we be not No- 
ted of Heedleſſneſs, and Offence taken by ſuch of the 
Congregation as are not apt to make us any Great Alſow- 
ances for Humane frailty, Whenl had finiſhed this Diſ- 
courſe,upon reviewing ir, I was afraid ſome would think 1 
might have ſpar'd almoſt all the Pains I have been at upon 
this Part of it. But the excellent Advice of our Right Re- 
verend Dioceſan, preſently after coming to my Hands, hath 
eas'd m2 of ajl fcruple of ſuch a Nature, and hath con- 
fhrm'd me in a contrary Opinion ; Since his Lordſhip hath 
chought it nece[lary to Recommend this part of our Duty to 
our ſerious Care: And.in order to bind it the faſter upon 
us, puts us in Mind of the Promiſe we made relating here- 
unto, when we firſt entred upon the Miniſtery- The wn 
COIN 
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cond Particular under the Third General, that I have pro- 
pos'd to ſay ſomething to is Preaching, By which I do not 
barely mean what is publickly delivered from the Pulpit, tho 
that alone in Vulgar ſpeaking hath engroſs'd the Name of 
Preaching - But the whole of that Office which takes-in In- 
ſtruation, Reproof and Exhortation, whither in Public or in 
Private, Publick Inſtruction, I might ſhew to be a matter 
attended with many and great Difficulties But I have only 
time to mention a few of them, In the firſt-place, Care is to 
be taken that our Diſcourſes be neither too Low, nor too 
Lofty for our Hearers. And our Task is, in this reſpe, the 
harder, becauſe many times what is but ſuitable to the Capaci- 
ties of one part of ourAuditory, is ſo plain as tobe Nauſeated 
by the other./- How to behave our ſelves in this Caſe deſerves 
our Care and Study. I am apt to think our ſafeſt way ismoſt 
to conſult the Edification of the more Ignorant part of our 
People ; Partly becauſe they moſt want Inſtrucion, 
and Partly becauſe they can recieve no Benefit by: what is 
above their reach : Whereas 1.0 Sermons are ſo plain, but that 
the moſtRnowing mayLearn ſomething from them : Or how- 
ever, have ſomething brought to their Remembrance that 
they did not think .; | 
Abſtruſe Speculative Points will alſo ſometimes fall under 
our Conſideration. And they are to be treated of with the 
greateſt Caution, For we ſhall find it a hard matter in ſpeak- 
ing of them, not to do more hurt then good. We are (and 
not without Cauſe) Commanded by His Majeſty in his Dire- 
(tions, to avoid all NewTerms in Fr pe theDoarine of 
the Trinity, and to confine our ſelves to ſuch ways of Ex- 
preſſion, as have been commonly usd in the Church, The 
{ame Rule ought in Reaſon to be obſerv'd about all other 
* Points of Difficulty. For certainly it is a very great Piece of 
Preſumption for any Man to attempt in Publick, either from 
the Pulpit or the Preſs better Terms of Expreſſion, 
and better ways of Explication then the Chureh could 
ever yer find out. If any thing .New.in matters of this 
Nature be ſuffered t> go abroad, it ought firſt to be 
well weigh'd and Eſtabliſhed by the Authority of the Church. 
Our Task in ordinary Teaching would be more Eaſy and to 
much better Purpoſe, could we but once ſettle amongſt us a 
profitable way of Catechiſing ; the want of which hath been 
too ſadly experienc'd, and hath bcen often complain'd of. = 
| B 2 thus 
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this all grant, it is not enough to hear Children ſay their Ca- 
techiſms, and I doubt it is likewiſe inſufficient ro expound 
meerly in a continued Diſcourſe, It ſeems neceſſary that we 
confer with Young Perſons after they come to Years of Dif- 
cretion and Judgraent, often asking them Queſtions, and hear. 
ing them Aniwer in Words of their own. "This would oblige 
them to mind what we fay to them, and very much fix things 
in their Memories. Likewiſe it would give us Opportugi- 
ties of finding ovt their Proficiency in Spiritual Knowledge, 
and of ſetting them right, where they have wrong Notiogs, 
Whereas Diſcourſe upon a Head as long as you pleaſe, and 
in the Plaineſt Terms and Method you can invent, ſtill you are 
not ſure they underſtand you, no, nor that they have minded 
what you have been ſaying. And I believe if, after ſych a 
Diſcourſe, -you fall to examining of them unexpeRtedly, 
ſcarce one in Ten will give you fatisfaQtion. 

But this, being to many a New Method, will never he 
brovght to paſs to any good Purpoſe, unleſs Authority ſhall 
think good to make it a General Duty ; and order the mat- 
ter ſo, as that both Miniſters and People may Took upon it 
to be 4o. Probably the Novelty of the Propoſal may make 
ſome Men ſtartle at it at the firſt as an Impoſition : But yet, 
I am perſwaded upon Tryal it would be found of greater Ad- 
vantage to our People, and more eaſy both to. them and us, 
than ordinary Teaching ; and be an effeftual means, if mas 
naged with a becoming gravity and ſeriouſneſs, to reſtore 
the Clergy to, what is almoſt loſt. the Love of their Flocks, 
and conſequently to a juſt Authority over them ; I ſay, Ti: 
. Loveof their Flocks and Conſequently a juſt Authority over them, 

For I think at this time of Dey, "tis in vain for Private Mini- 
ſters to pretend to much Authority over their People, unleſs 
they can gain their. Love, I donbt not, but every Man that 
conſiders will eafily allow the Advantage of Perſonal Confe- 
rence this way, to be far beyond that of ordinary Teaching. 
For in General Diſcourſes that equally. concern all, no Man is 
ſenſible of any-Particular kindneſs intended towards himſelf : 
Whereas 'tis otherways where People are ſingled out for Per- 
{onal Inſtru&ion' and Exhortation, There they are eaſily 
made ſenſible of the Kindneſs meant to them in Particular, 
And the tender Age of the Perſons to be conferr'd with be- 
ing moſt Apt to receive Impreſſions of this Nature, 1 g- por” 
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ſwaded it were eaſy by this Method erdinarily to ;beget in 
them ſuch Inclinations towards their Spiritual Guides, as 
would ſcarce ever wear off in the afier parts of their Lives. 
But ler what 1 have ſaid on this Subje&t be underſtood, as 
meant with an entire Submiſſion to better [edgments, and ef- 
pecially to the Judgment ct my Superiors 
The two remaining parts of Preaching are Reprooft and 
Exhortation.l putthem together tor quicker dilfaich;and the 
rather becauſe the Difficulties abour them are much what the 
ſame. And indeed they are yery great, whither we have oc- 
caſion to perform them in Publick or in Private. To the faith- 
ful and due diſcharging of them, there are necetiary 
Great Covrage, Prudence and Temper. A great many Rules 
have been laid down by ſeveral abonc this part of our Office : 
| beg leave to mention two, 1.” That we manage our ſelves 
and our Diſcourſes ſo, as may effeQually convince thoſe we 
deal with, that What we ſay to them proceeds, not from a bu- 
iy humour, but from a Sence of Duty. 2. That we have no 
ſelfiſh deſign upon them ; eſpecially that we do not intend to 
afiront or reproach, but to ſerve them. Ariſtoile adviſes his 
Orator to Cheriſh the Good will of his Hearers, ind in order 
to it to make them ſenſible of his Good will ro them. Now 
what doth it more effeQually, then when it is evident we re- 
ally deſire their Welfare. If we would ſpeak up to the Empha- 
/is of the Hebrew Idiom * to the Heart, we muſt ſpeak from 
the Heart. And in order to the making our People ienſible 
wedo ſo, we muſt be careful to lay the greateſt ſtreſs upon 
the moſt concerning Truths,and always to deliver them * ith 
an Air of Kindneſs, and without any appearing Aﬀed:.ion 
of fine Language. Such kind of Langvage is very wiz 16g 
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Rhetor ad A- 
lex, Cap. 30» 
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when it is Natural and UnforCd, otherwiſe it prejudice< a + 


Cauſe. King Charles the I. Of Bleſſed Memory is {aid «- 
have pronounc'd the very Learned Dr, Ha- mond, the 1» 
Natural. Orator he ever heard. A very advant:veons Gi: 

rater from ſo great a Judge. To look as like ſuch QOrators :3 
may be, it ſhould be our Study. For certainly, ſach kind -f 
Rhetorick will influence Men far beyond the Force of ou:in 
Tropes and Curious Figures, of gentle Cadences and Artful 7e- 
710ds, And indeed, conſidering the great Averſion Men pe«.e- 
rally have to Diſcourſes of this Nature, they had neeq b- -ie- 
livered with the utmoſt advantage they are capable of. For 
what ſhall perſwade Mea to break off their Evil Cuſtoms ? To 
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forſake thoſe ſins they have long liv'd ia ? Nay, what ſhall per. 
ſvade them to hear and bear with Patience our Diſcourſes of 
ſuch a tendency 2 It is in vain to expeCt this from them, unleſ; 
we can convince them weare Acting the Part of an Honeſt 
Phyſitian, who intends his Patients Health, even when he 
gives him Phylick that makes him Sick. But alas ! Our work 
in this reſpe@ is much harcer than that of the Phyſitians for 
the Body. Thcir Patients are for the moſt part far more eaſi. 
ly dealt with than ours, are much more perſwadable, and do 
more eaſily ſubmit to thcir ſevere Rules for the Health of their 
Bodies, - then ours do for the Health, for the Eternal Happj- 
neſs of their Souls. : 

To the Third Hea:is have mention'd, we may reduce 
thoſe difficult Parts of our Ofhce which reſpe- troubled 
Minds, Death-bed Penicenrs, and the reducing of ſuch, :5 
have gone aſtray. The two frlſt of theſe are well known to 
be Caſes. that often puzzle i!:e moſt prudent Spiritual Guides, 

And as to the laſt of them; It alſo is our indiſpeuſible Du- 
ty, where we have not Cauſe utterly to deſpair of ſucceſs. But 
how ſhall we go about it, when it is a very difficult thing to 
perſwade them to give ns the hearing; and much more to give 

Contra Ep- ns a fair hearing. St. 4uſtin tells us, That the Donatiſts would 


= apr" wy '* allow none to be Chriſtian: but themſelves. And do not thoſe of 
Cap-?- 7 the Church of Rome on the one hand, and the greateſt part of 


Pas.,7.E 1.LOV» . ' 
_ our Pioteitant Diſſeni.ers on the other, carry it much what af- 


ter the ſame Manner-towards all that differ from them, The 
Former calling themſelves Catholicks, Excluſively of us and 
of all others, not of their Communion ; Aud the latter ifſum- 
ing to themſelves the Title of the Good People, and the Godly Par- 
ty? And do not both of them agree in this, that they deny 
our Call to the Miniſtery,aud our having any Authority over 
them ? And mult it not needs be a hard matter to win People, 
that do not i.: much as look upon themſelves to be oblig'd to 
regard what we ſay ? But rather to beware of ns as a danger: 
ous ſort of Men. And yet even this we muſt eadeavour ſo long 
as we have any ſlender Hopes ot Succeſs. tÞ here are other 
great Difficulties in the performing this part of our Office, 
but I paſs them over, and haſten to the Third Particular, The 
Difficulty of recommending our Labours effe&Fu.illy to our People by 
a ſuitable behaviour. And this takes in Example and Converſati- 
08, AS to the Former of theſe, how neceſſary the Good _ 
® 
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of thoſe that miniſter about holy things arc, hath been under/ioodby 


en of moſkCommunions. It is remarkable to thisPurpoſe what iP. Ref. P.2. 
the nowRight Reverend Bp.of Sarum tells us concerning a Conſul- 5-2. Pag. 298, 
tatioa in Queen Murys Reign, which way todeal with, and re- 99: 


duce thoſe they calPd Hereticks. Gardiner, according to his 
ſpightful and ſavage Nature, was for Cruelty : Bur Cardinal 
Poo! by far the more generous and better temper*dPerſon,was 
for a quite differentMethod. Inſtead of Severity towards He- 
reticks, he was for-carrying on a ſtritRetormition of theLives 
of the Clergy. Having obſerv*<d that in every Country ofChri- 
ftendome,the beſt and wiſeſt Men acknowledged that theScan- 
dals and Ignorance of the Clergy, ha given the Riſe to Hereſee, 
Pope Marcelſus and his Friends were of the ſameMind, as to 
the neceſſity of aReformation. . Yea,the Council of Trent,as cor- 
rupt as it was, hath ſet forth a great many Canons about it ; 

altho, as Father Paul obſerves,they alſo found out Means to E- 
vacuate all the Rules they gave, ſo far as they contradicted 
their Secular Intereſt, and tended to retrench the Papal Autho- 
rity, Now what theſe Men chought wonld fo much avail to 
the introducing of Error, will no lefs conduce to the uphold- 
ing of Truth ; and where there is occaſion for it, is equally re- _ 
quir*d to it. For there are but a few Men that can weigh Ar. 
£uments, and but a few that cannot conſider Example. So that 
itis almoſt, if not altogether, as neceſlary to the edifying of 
our People, that we live well, as that we preach well. And in- 

deed who will believe us, if we do not live as if we believ4d 
our ſelves, I am far from thinking that the ill Life of a Preach- 

er is a ſolid Argument againſt hisRules of good Lite : But yet 


It iS an Argunfr that goes a great way to render them in- Diog.L aer, de-- 
effectual. The C;nick was angry with Orators for arguing a- * Diog. 7. 


bout juſt and right, while they themſelves did not ar all do 3** 
whatwas right. SY ague perm  muduxtrou neyely Tee T]Ev : 2S24'5. 
And there are few Nien that are not of his Mind. 
ut then, which makes it till more. difficult to acquir 
- Our ſelves in this reſpe&.to the ſatisfaQtion of ourPeople,rhey 
will make us very little Allowance for unavoidable Weaknef- 
les. Aad tkerefore,if todepraved Nature it be a hard matter 
to ſet a good Example; it muſt needs be much harder for us, 
of whom ſo much is required, to ſet ſuch an Example,as will 
be allow*d to be good. 

If any of us be overtaken with a Favlt what a Buſineſs is 
made of it ! And how is every circumſtance aggravated with- 

| | Our 
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out Charity? And beyond Reaſon ? Every little Spot in our 
Coat is ſoon eſpy'd, and looks as ill as a great Stain in ano. 
ther Colour. But if any of vs happen to be overtaken with a 
Scandalous Crime whar a Blemiſh 1s ity in the Opinion of ma- 
ny,to almoſt the whole Order ! What unequal Conſtrufions 
are made of it to the Prejudice of our very Calling! And what 
an Encouragment is it made to Libertiniſm ! 

Nor have I yet laid out the whole of this Difficulty, it muſt 
not onl; be our daily care to abſtain from Evil, but alſo from 
the Appearance of Evil. There are a great many Freedoms 
Innocent in themſelves that other Men may, but we muſt not 
take, And many Advantages Honelt in themſelves that they 
may take, but we mutt forego. St. Auguſtine,in his Sermon to 
the Penple of Hippo, concerning the Lite and Manners of his 
Clergy tells them in a certain Caſe there mention'd, He was 
careful ſo to AR as not only to be Innocent, bnt that no of- 
fence might be taken. And his Reaſon he expreſſes in theſe 
Words. Scio enim quantum bis fat neceſſaria Fama mea: nam mi 
hi (ufficit Conſcientia mea. His meaning is, that altho? a good 
Conſcience, an aſſurance in his own Mind, that he had not done 
amiſs were enough for his own ſatisfaction, yer more was ne- 
ceſſary for them, Y/7x. So to Att as was mo't likely to prevent 
any miſtakes, they mighr be in danger of making about his 
Carriage in that matter; and even to cut off occaſion from ſuch 


as might probably ſeek occaſion;ſo as hisGoodName might not - 


ſuffer even by unjuſt DetraQion, 

As to Converſation, it is of great uſe to render our Per- 
fons, and conſequently our Labours acceptable. Plutarch tells 
us, 1a thc Life of Cato minor that his Gravity, or rather Stiffneſs 
was ſuch that be would ſcarce ſmile, And there was a time when an 
Anuſterelook and mean, a Reverend Beard and ſeldom ſpeaking 
went a great deal further,to make aMan be look<d upon to be 
Wiſe and Virtuous, then they will do now, Gravity alone 1is 
far from recommending any Pe-fn now adays to wiſe Men, 
and with a great many it ſtands in need of a good Stock of 
Learning and Vertue to recommend it. And yer on the other 
hand, rhere is an extravagant Vanity and Lightneſs in Con» 
veriing,that doth by no means become our Calling, To Tem- 
per theſe together, or rather to keep the due Mean,is a Mat- 
ter of no ſmall Difficulty. 

There 
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There are a great miny other ſocial Graces, as Aﬀability, 
Cheerfulnels, a readineſs to ſerve, and the like z which are 
to real worth and goodneſs, what fine Cloaths are to the 
Body, vis. for Ornament. I have not time' to lay down 
any Rules about this Matter, nor durſt 1 undertake it if I 
had : For I look upon it to be a very difficult thing to do 
it well, and the rather becauſe what looks very agreeable 
and taking in one Man, will by no means do in/another. 
Every Man's Obſervation will beſt inform him what ſort of 
behaviour becomes him: And certainly none ſhould look 
upon it as 2 trivial matter,and below their care and minding; 
fince for want of an agreeable Converſation, we may. daily 
obſerve. great. Virtues and great Abilities rendr'd.almoſt 
uſeleſs. And Men - that bave-a Cexterity this way, do far 
out-do thoſe that want it, altho' they bave on other accounts 
twice their worth-and merit. And thus have 1, as briefly 
as I could, touch'd pon ſome:few of the many difficulties 
that do attend the-fairhful Diſcharge. of our Prieftly Office: 
Which do, .1n,the firſt place, prove it-to'be-in it ſelf a mat- 
ter of great difficulty. Bur then, 

2. It muſt (till be much harder to-us becauſe, as the Apo- 
ſile here ſpeaks, we have it but in Earthen Yeſſelsz or, 
as it may be tranſlated, in Yeſſels of Shell, Take which 
rendring you pleaſe. I preſume the Apoſtle means by it, 
what the word very well repreſents, viz. the brittleneſs and 
frailry of our lapſed Natures : All thoſe Weakneſſes both 
of Mind and Body, which the unhappy fall of our -firſt 
Parents hath brought on their Poſterity. But having faid 
ſo much of the difficulty of eur Duty in ic (elf, ro (hew 
how very hard it muſt needs be to thoſe thar are of like 
paſſions with other Men; I need fay nothing to ſuch as are 
acqu2inted with,and conſider their own daily Infirmities: And 
therefore let thus much ſuffice for the third general Head,viz. 
The difficulty of diſcharging our Truft in admimiſtring and- 
laying out this Treaſure to the Ends, for which we are 
made Stewards of it. 

I now proceed to the 

4th. Which is, to they of what uſe to-us of the Clergy, 
the conſideration of the worth of chis Treaſure, and the difh- 
cuity of Admiaiſtring it ſhould _—_ it admonithes __ 

ut 
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- ButT preſume it is obvious to the meaneſt Capacities,wich 
bow little a Turn all that I have hitherto ſaid;eſpecially upon 
the laſt General,may ſerve for Application to us: and there- 
fore altho' I be not long on this Head, I hope I ſhall not be 
cenſur'd for that fault, which bath been often charged upon 
Sermons preach'd on fach Occaſions as this, viz. That they 
ſpeak largely of the Duty of our People, but ſay very 
little concerning our own. Since the Duty of Clergy-men 
hath hicherto been the greateſt part of my Subje&. And 
yer in order to awaken our Care, and excite our Diligence, 
as much as I can, give me leave to make two or three In- 
ferences. 

I. The Dignity of our Calling, and the Value of the 
Treaſure committed to us, teach us not to ſuffer ou. ſelpes 
to be deſpiſed. Let no Mar deſpiſe thee, ſays the Apoſtle to 
Titus, Chap. 2.15. But it will be a hard matter for us to 
ſecure our ſelves from Contempt in thele days of. Liber- 
tiniſm, wherein ſacred Perſons and things are fo little regar- 
ded. However, my Brethren, Jet us be ſo careful of our 
Deportment; as to do nothing that may either juſtly expoſe 
our ſelves, or, through the falſe reaſonings of Men, refe&t 
upon our Miniſtry. 

2. If the Treaſure committed to us be ſoprecious,. and 
it be ſo hard a matter to adminiſter it to its proper ends ; 
difficult in it felf, and much more ſo tous, who have it but 
in Earthen Veſſels ; then let us continually depend upon: 
Cod for ſucceſs, and daily pray to him for Affiſtance. 
When we conſider the great Work we have upon our 
Hands, and the little ſtrength we have to perform it, toge- 
ther with the many Infirmities we are ſubjz& to, our Hearts - 
are ready to fail us. And we are ready to cry* out in the 
Words of the Apoſtle, Who is ſufficient for theſe things ? But 
we know who hath promiſed to be with us always, even: 

' unto the end of the World: And we doubt not bur he 
will make good his Word. Let us therefore look up to him, 
praying earneſtly for the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit; and 
he will enable us in ſome good meaſure to do our Duty, and 
what he doth enable us ro do, he will graciouſly accepr of. 

2, Let the ſame Conſiderations awaken us to the utmoſt 
diagencs- and care in the diſcharge of our Duty. to 

ave: 
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have heardFit is a Treaſure which we have in Earthen Veſ- 
/e!s, of what vaſt moment our Office is, that it hath a ten- 
dency to promate the peace and happineſs of the V Vorld, 
the forming of Mens Minds to all that's good and vercuous, 
and to the everlaſting happineſs of Soals, for the which the 
Son of God hath thed his moſt precious Blood. And ſhall 
we do the work of che Lord negligently > Shall we go 
about ſuch a noble Employment, as if it was trivial and un- 
concerning? We have a task upon our hands, that requires 
all our $kill, courage and induſtry to do it well: Ler us 
therefore ſtir up the Gift of God that is in us Let us 
labour in the Word and Doctrine, like Men that believe 
we muſt be accountable for every Soul in our reſpective 
Parithes: So as at thar day when the great Biſhop of Souls 
{hail reckon with us, we may give up our accounts with joy, 
and not with grief. Woeare Gods Watchmen, ſet to watch 
over his Flock ; and what he fays to the Prophet Ezekiel, Chap. z. 18, 
doth alſo concern us 3 When 1 ſay unto the wicked, thou ſalt 19. 
ſurely die, and thou giveſt him not warning, nor ſpeakeſt to warn 
the wicked from bis wicked way, to ſaveibis life; the ſame wicked 
Man ſhall die in his iniquity, but his blood will I require at thine 
hands. Tet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wick- 
edn'ſs, nor from his wicked way, he ſhall die in his iniquity, bud 
thog haſt delivered thy ſoul, As therefore we would not have 
the Souls of our People to anſwer for, /et »s take heed ro 
our ſelves, and to all the Flock, over the which the Holy Ghoſt 
hath made us Overſeers, to feed the Church of God, which he hath 
purchaſed with his own blood. 

And then let us endeavour to enforce our Exhortations 
with Example. Let us practiſe the Rules we give; going 
before our Flocks in good Works: That ſo we may convince 
them by our Lives , we take that to be indeed the beſt way 
of Living, which we recommend to them in our Preaching. 
And that ſuch of the: Laity, as are our Friends, may have 
wherewith to ſtop the mouths of our Accuſers. As bad as 
the times arc, we have ſume very Hearty Friends amongſt 
the Laity, who eſteem ws very highly in love for our work 

- ſake, andare ready to vindicate us from all unjuſt impurations; 
Ler us have ſuch a ſenſe of their Civility and Kindneſs to 


us, a5 to behave our ſelyes fo inoffenfiyely, that chey may 
G2 not 
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not be aſham'd to-have taken” our Parts. St.” Auguſtine's 
words to this purpoſe in the forecited Sermon, deſerve our 
Regard : Quj nos amant, querunt quod laudent in'nobis, 2ui-au- 
rem nos oderunt detrahant nobis:nos autem in utroqz medio conſtituti, 
adjuvante Domino Deo noftro, & witam & famam noſiram fo 
cuſtodire debemus, ut non erubeſcant de detrafttoribus Laudatores, 
They that love-us are defirous to find what they may com- 
mend in us : They that hate us do detrat from us. Now we 
being plac'd betwixt theſe two different ſorts of men, oughe 
by the help of God ſo to watch over our Lives and our Re- 
putations, that thoſe that detrat from us may not have 
wherewith to put thoſe that commend us to the Bluſh. 
Laſtly, We may learn from what hath been ſaid, to give 
Cod the Glory of the Succeſs of our Labours: This ſeems 
tobe the uſe that the Apoſtle makes in the latter part of 
the Verſe, that the excellency of the power may be of God ard 
not of us. The intended Senſe may be, that God had choſen 
weak Men to preach the Goſpel, that ſoit might be evident, 
the glorious ſuccels it was to have in the V Vorld would be 
of God, and conſequently be a means to convince Linbe- 
lievers : But may they not alſo very well be accommodx- 
ted to theMatter I am ſpeaking of : The Mean that God hath 
committed this great and difficult Tru(t to, are ſubje to all 
the Infirmities of a depraved Nature, and- therefore they 
have reaſon to give God:the glory of their Succeſs. V Vhere- 
fore 8fter we have laboured as earneſtly in Gods Vineyard, 
as if all were ctocome from our (ſelves, and asif the glory 
of all the good we hope to do, were to redound to our 
ſelves, let us aſcribe our ſucceſs wholly unto God, faying 
in the words of this Apoſtle, in the Chap. before my Text, 
v.5,6. We are not [/uffrient of our ſelves, to think, any thing as 
of our ſelves: but our ſufficiency #s of God, who hath made us 
Miniſters of the New Teſtament, ] am now come to the 
5th and laſt general Head of Diſcourſe, V Vhat uſe our 
Brethren of the Laity ſhould make of the Conſideration of 
the value of the Treafure committed to us, and of the dif- 
ficulty of Adminiſtring it to the ends, for which we have 
received it: You have heard me, my Brethren, in cffe& 
all rhis while pleading for you with the Clergy; whilſt I 
bave been Jaying before them the value of that Ws, 
| with, 
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with which for your ſakes they are intruſted, together wich 
the difficulty and neceflity of adminiſtring it aright. And 
now ler me beg your leavea little co argue with you, from 
the lame Topicks, on their behalf. I might mulciply Infe- 
rences from theText and from the Diſcourſe you have heard, 
that do concern your condu and behaviour with regard to 
us. But I would not be over-tedious , and therefore ſhall 


only recommend to you three things ; 


I. Not to grudge our Maintenance. 2. To make us rez- 
ſonable and charitable Allowances for our Infirmities. And 
3- To make our work as eafte and ſucceſsful as you can, by 


a ready conformity. 


To ſpeak to the firſt of theſe, That you donot grudge 
our Maintenance, I come very unwillingly, I am fure I 
never in my whole life ſaid ſo much of it from the Pul- 
pit, as I ſhall do now : But have always avoided it as much 
as I could, becauſe it is liable ro be cenſur'd, as a ſelfiſh 
pleading of our own Cauſe. Bur the Subje&I am upon 
doth ſo naturally lead to it, that I cannot now pals it by 
without manifeſt Unfairhfalneſs; and I wiſh there were 


not too great Cauſe for Diſcourſes of this nature. 


The Treaſure we have is in Earthen Veſſels, We carry, 
about us Tabernacles of Clay, Mortal Bodies that want the 
{ame natural Supplies that yours do: And therefore care. 
muſt be taken that we may receive them on one hand or 
other, otherwiſe we ſhall nor be long amongſt you, and have 
timeand leiſure convenient for the ciſcharging of our Office. 
Either we muſt (adly negle& ic, whilſt weare forced to 
ſeek our Bread by Secular Cares: or elſe we muſt ſtarve, 


2nd fo be taken from you. Indeed if we were to be main- 
tzined wholly at your proper Charges, it were but reaſon- 
able, that every one of you ſhould contribute cheerfully, 
according to his ability. For, as St. Paul expoſtulates the 
Matter, if we have ſown unto you ſpiritual things, would it be a 
great thing if we ſhould reap your carnal things * But that is far 
from being the eaſe. Thoſe of the-Clergy, . whoſe main- 
tenance is- by Tithes, 'or by ſetled Stipends , both which 


together do make up almoſt the whole Body, do not re-. 


ceive a Farthing at the expence of the People. Fo 
you pay your Tithes, -you give us nothing.that wa 


r when 
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before, nor that ever, that you know of, belong'd to any 
of your Anceſtors: And therefore you have no reaſon to 
grudge the parting with it. We have the Grant of early 
Chriſtians, [mmemorial Preſcription,and,which confirm both 
theſe, repeated Aats of Parliament on our fide. Any of 
which are an indiſputable Title , and altogether as good 
a Title as any Man hath ro his Eſtate. And fince the fir 
ſettling of Tithes upon the reſpe&tive Charches, the ſe- 
veral Fees, out of which they are paid, have been tranſ: 
mitted from one to another, without any right, or ſo 
much as a pretence to paſs over the Tithes. Are you Land- 
lords? you or your Anceſtors at the firſt purchaſing bought 
not the Tithes. Are you Tenants? You do not Rent it. 
Were the former the Caſe, the Price, and were the latter, 
the Rent, would be much higher than either is. And 
ſhall any Man think much to ſet us out what coſts him no- 
thing > What is our own ? Shall any Man, that without any 
charge to himſelf may enjoy the benefit of our Labours, 
grudge us that which Holy Men have bequeath'd to us many 
Ages ago? We ask you nothing for all our pains, and 
God forbid, but that you ſhould cheerfully ſer us out what 
others have given us. 

This being ſaid, it will be but a poor ſhift to alledge we 
cannot produce a Divine V Varrant for Tithe. That is a con- 
troverly that I cannot now enter: into : Nor-is there any 
great need for it ; ſince we cannot produce. an undoubted 
Divine V Varrant for the paying of every man his own. And 
if the Tithes be not ours, I would gladly know whoſe they 
are, or what right any Man hath to his Eftate. But ſome may 
fay, if God have not by his expreſs command reſerved 
Tithes for his own Tribe, it is no facriledge to detain them. 
Suppoſe we ſhould grant it is not, yet if it have in it all the 
Evi! of Cozenage and Theft, is not that Crime enough? Burt 
why no facriledge to detain Tithes, altho* we ſhould grant 
God hath not by his Expreſs commagd reſerved them, Is 
nothing Gods but what He himſelf hath reſerv'd in Expreſs 
rerms 0 Yes certainly, what Men have voluntarily devoted 
to his Service. Why undoubtedly, this Right God hath co 
Tithes. And who then ſhall dare to invade his Property ? 


Ananias might haye choſen whether he would haye ſend - 
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in the Pariſh-Church of Grantham. 


Land or not : And after it was fold he might 'have choſen 
whether or no'he would have ſet. over the Price to ſupply 
the then extraordinary occaſions of the Church. For faith 
the Apoſtle to him , Whiles it remained, was it not thine own ? 
And after it was ſold was it not in thine own Power ? And 
yet after it was fold , and the Price made over to God, he 
himſelf __ not touch it. For he is charg'd not only with. 
Lying to the Holy Ghoft ; but alſo with keeping back part 
of the Price, namely, after the whole was devoted. 
I think it is ſometimes objeed, that the Patrimony of 
the Church is unequally divided, and even this ſome may 
probably make a ſecret Enconragement to detain from thoſe 
whom they ſuppoſe to have too great a ſhare. But what is 
it to any Man how the Church's Patrimony is divided, that 
knows he himſelf hath no righe to it ? This is juſt ſuch a 
Reaſon for detaining of Tithes, as Thieves uſe to give for 
their robbing of rich Men. Nor is the equality ſo often pleaded 
for either reaſonable or convenient. There are and muſt be 
different, Orders in.the Church ; and accordingly the Expen- 
ces, and the Income to maintain thoſe Expences, muſt be 
different. And even amongſt Men of the (ame Order 'tis fic 
there ſhould be a difference of Income, becauſe ſome are 


called to more chargeable employments than others are :- 


And it is neceſſary theſe ſhould be Men of extraordinary 
Learning to maintain the Truth, and in order thereunto, 
ſuch whom God hath qualified for it muſt have greater helps 
to Study, which are very expenſive; and require a larger- 
portion of the Church's Patrimony. 

I think. no Man can obje& that the generality of the Cler- 
Ty have roo large a maintenance, who conſtders how expens- 


five their Education and their way of Living commonly ares. 


and muſt needs be. And that the richer ſort of Tradeſmen 


have a better clear, Income than Clergymen commonly haves: 


that they need notlive after ſuch an expenſive manner as. 
Clergymen neceffirily muſt, it being expected that theſe do 

expend more largely on ſeveral accounts than the other ;. 
eipecially on the ſcore of Charity. And as a Conſequence 

hereof, They, i.e. Tradeſmen, do commonly provide better 

for their Families. than Clergymes do.. | 
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* A Sermon Preach d © 


4:To what hath, been ſaid on this Head, give me leave to 


-add, that they who have written of theſe matters, do affare 


us that the Levitical Prieſthood had a much larger portion, 
than the Evangelical Prieſthood hath. And-yet ſurely our 
Pains are much more weariſome than theirs were.; Our Em- 
ployment's Spiricual, and therefore more noble-than theirs 
under the carnal Diſpenſation 3 And our Requilites'to ſtudy 
far more expenſive. And yet it is remarkable what Philo 
Fudeu tells us of thecheerfulneſs of their People io giving, 
He firſt proves how large the Partion of their Prieſthood 
was from their- manifold Tithes and Offerings, and the 
Populouſneſs of their Country compar'd together. Thence 
he. goes on to (hew that their Law equals the Prieſthood in 
chis reſpeR, even to the Kingly Office 3 fince it Commands 
Tribute to be paid them as unto Kings, but with this difference that 


2d. Thing 


#1 the Pariſh-C hurch of Grantham: 


2d. Thing I would defire of you is, That you would 
make us reaſonable and charitable Allowances for our 
Infirmitiess How can you deny us this, when you conſider 
the Treaſurewe have is in Earrhen Veſſel > The Treaſme 
we have teceiv'd to manage for your ule, 13an Arguirent 


for this: Betwhat advantage can it be to you to run down 


the Credit of an Order of. Men that watch for your Souls ? 
And to do what in you lies to render their Labours inet- 

ſectual > Certainly you ovght to be far from ſo doing. 

Certainly not we alone, but likewiſe you are intereſted in. 
2 upholding of our Reputation. 

- Bur then foraſmuch as the Treaſure we have receiv'd is 

in Earthen Veſſels.the Allowance I plead for is but reaſonable, 
and we may juſtly challenge it of you. Tis indeed a very 
bard caſe that many of you are ſo far from making us any 
21/lowance, that contrariwiſe you are ready upon all occafions 
tro aggravate every lictle Miſtake to our Diſadvantage, and 
carry the matter.as if we were the moſt abſurd fort of Men 
in the: World, not to be quiet without Fault. You expe&t 
to find'us Angels; but alas! we are Men ; men of like pai- 
fions with your (elves, iaclin'd naturally to the like immo- 
ralicies, follies and-indiſcretions that other men are. If you 
are not ſtrangers to theworkings of an Evil Nature in your 
ſelves, turn your Thoughts tnward, refle&t upon your own 

weakneſles,--and you may find what Ours are. And what 


great matteris-it then, if even the beſt of us after all our 


ſeverities of Mortification, fervent Prayers, and conſtanc 
Watchings, be ſometimes born down by an irregular Ap- 
petite that 1s continually craving, or be overtaken through 
inadvertency or miſtake? Nay, why ſhould it ſeem ſtrange 
' to you that in ſo great a Body of Men, labouring under the 
Diſeaſes of a Lapſed Nature, there ſhould here and there be 
found ſome guilty of ſcandalous Vices. I ſay here and there, 
for I hope their numbersare not great.I am far from pleading 
for ſach Men: Their guilt. muſt needs be very grear, and 
their condition ſad. Let us pray that God Would touch their 
hearts with a ſenſe of their fin and danger, and give them 
repentance. For howſoever they may conceal themſelves 
from their Dioceſans, and eſcape the Penalties of all human 
Laws, there is a day — Or wi when the very mare of 
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4 Sermon Prexch'd 

their Caſe will be known and judg'd. And they will be a- 
ble to give but a bad account to the only Univerſal Biſhop 
when at his general Viſitation, he will not only enquire, bur 
infallibly find out, how they have behaved themfelyes in his 
Church. £ EAT] k 

But my Brethren, Why (hould you aggravate matters ? 
Why ſhould you make it your buſineſs to ſpread abroad our 
Ezults, of what number or nature ſoever > When you know 
you cannot do it without ſcandal to Religion , and h:zird ro 
the Souls of Men. If you will complain of us juſtly ro our 
Right Reverend Dioceſan, whoſe Office and.Care it is, to 
do what be can to reclaim us, you bave now @ fair opportu- 
nity, and we cannot blame you : But that you will ſeldom 
do 3 why then, do not expoſe Us and our Calling together 
Do not divulge our Failures in fuch a way as can do no.g00 
but will in all probability do a great deal of harm. ©-Soffer 
our Miſtakes to be as little a prejudice as may be. to the 
fucce(s of our Doctrine and Lavours, and have a Care you 
do not charge the Faults of ſome few particular Menupon 
the whole Order. - 

Laftiy, Since we have a very vajuable--Treo/ure in Ear 
then Ve{*is, a work of rhe higheit nature and importance up- 
on our hands, and but fl:nder Abilities ro perform it, we 
intrear you, for whom we labour, rohelp us forward, and 
ro make our Work as eaſy as may be, by a cheerfu] Confor- 
mity. *Tis neceſſary that upon this occaſion, I firſt warn 
you to beware of Falſe-Teachers, which now adays every 
where abound, and to keep cloſe to thoſe that are the Suc- 
ceflors of the Apoſiles, the Biſhops with their Presbyrers,the 


. Stewards of this Heavenly Treaſure. Thoſe we muit obey, 


lays Ircneus, who have their Succeſſion from the Apoſtles ; 
and who with Epiſcopal Succiſſim have received the Gift of 


* Trath. But as to other falſe Teachers he forewarns. them 


of their danger, and conſequently how dangerous ic 11 ult 
needs be for the People to follow, or be led by them. Bur 
my Brechren#t is enough for you to beware of falſe Tea- 
chers, I intreat you alſo to liſten to us who, notwithſtanding: 
the Infirmities we are ſubjeR ro, are ſtill your Jawſul Paſtors. 
It is fur you we watch and iludy. Our Education was [0 di- 
r£t£d and modell'd, as might be moſt ſubleryienr s; we 

ob'e 


in the Pariſh-Charch <f Granthara. 
Noble End of promoting your ſpiritual and your everlaſting 
Ta:erzſts: And it is our earneft deſire and daily Rudy how 
we may molt ſerve you in your endeavours to walk in all 
the Paths of vertue and goodneſs, until you attain to a bleſ- 
{d Immortality. We would gladly dire& you the way to 
happioefs, fer you right on the brink of eternity, and give 
you a {ate Waſrage to the calm Harbour, where you will 
ret from fin and ſuffering, and be for ever ſafe , and for ever 
h:pp!. Here you live 1n an evil Worid full of Temptations, 
and we are in continual fears leſt thoſe of you whom we 
have conceived good Hopes, ſhould miſcarry: Eur it we 
can but conduct you ſafe thorow theſe Snares and Allure- 
ments, and" confign you into the Arms of Jeſus, there we 
can leave you. with Joy and Triumph. We defirealfo to 
walk before you in gocd works,to be Examples to our Flocks: 
Bur our Graces are imperfect, and we have our Failiogs. 
And we would not that our Errocurs in Practice ſhould mil- 
lexd you, Be ye therefore Followers of #4 no further than 
as wie are Followers of Chri/F. 

If you conffantly attend on all the parts of Publick Wor- 
ſhip, adding thereroſecrert Prayer and holy Meditations, to- 
gether with che Vertues of a good Life, how bappy wilt 
you for ever be! And how eaſy and delighrſome are our La- 
bours! What a-comfort ro {ze che Succeſs of all our Tra-- 
vail! But if a Prophane Spiric prevail amongſt you; ſo" as 
you contemn and neglect holy things, Or are meerly. 

earers of rhe Word, bur not Doers: of it, how uncomfor- 
this are Employments! We learn from the Apoſtles 
woras, that we mutt be ro you either the Savour of Life unto 
Lijz, Or the Savour of Death unto Death: We would gladly 
be the former,:nd we tremble to think we ſhould be the lat- 
ter. We increat you therefore to labour diligently that our 
_ !:bour and Ciligence, may "nor be in vain, or to a purpole 
intnirely more fatalkillnd® a furrter means to the making 
our 12dours eafie; ler me recommend-to you the early forming 
o: the Minds and Manners of ſuch young People, as are 
committed to your charge : Inſtruc& them in their Duties, 
Ext0rt them to what is good, and then be (ure to ſer before 
ten good Examples. Take care likewiſe that they may 
Lometo us, and ſubmit toour inſiruction, that fo they _ 
| = 
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be fitted for-Confirmation, and the-Lords Table. By which 
means our pains with them, and our ſolicitade for them, 
will be lefs in the "after part of their Lives: And you 
will have contributed very-much to the leaving behind you 
=-a r2ce zof, good and uſeful People ; yea, to-the-entailing of 
Virtue-and  Goodnels upon the Generations to'comes; {6 
that great-will your reward be in Heaven, and late Poſterity 

ſhall call you bleſſed. 
And I pray God, that both we and you may walk toge- 
| ther in all the paths of our moſt Holy Religion, . that we 
may approve our ſelves to be Chriſtians indeed, and nor 
27 OR meerly in Pretence. Herodian tells us of M. Antonins, that 
— ©** he alone of the Emperors * was « Philoſopher; or as it may 
$i». 3 1-29, be rendr'd, confirmd and eſt abiiſh'd Philoſophy, not only byyword: 
i Ei 2e5- and Notion, but by good HManners,or an boneſt and decent Conver- 
by ſatisn, and by a ſober Life, Let the bright Examples of ſuch 
| excellent. Heathens prevail with us to give as good Proofs 
of our Chriſtianity. But we have fairer patterns than his 
to-imitate, and more ſuitable to the'purpoſes.of our moſt 
Holy Religion, in the Saints' and Martyrs, and eſpecially 
in that great Exemplar, the ever bleſſed Jeſus, the Captain 
of our Salvation. -Letus therefore all of us endeavour to 
follow the Lamb whitherſoeyer he goes, through all the 
aths of. Faith and Patience, Virtue and. Holineſs, and at 
aſt into thoſe heavenly Manſions, the- glorious Regions of 
endleſs Happineſs. This God grant that we may do, for 
the ſake of Jeſus ' Chriſt our Lord; 'To whom with the 
Father and ever bleſſed Spirit be given, as is due, Adors- 

tion and Praiſe, henceforth and for eyermore, Amer. 
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